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Inter-agency coordination in the combat
against human trafficking
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Over the past few years, the problem of
human trafficking has been considered as one
of the most important issues facing the Thai
government and international community.
According to statistics by the International
Labor Organization (ILO), the number of human
trafficking victims was estimated at 24.9 million
in 2017. Among these victims, most were

subjected to forced labour and sexual exploitation.
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In addition, a 2018 report by the United Nations
Office on Crime and Drugs confirmed that
the main problem of human trafficking in Asia
consisted of the sexual exploitation of women
and children. At present, due to the development
of technology, there is a rapidly increasing rate
of human trafficking cases in which electronic
devices are used to exploit women and children

for sexual purposes.
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Various public sector bodies in Thailand
including the Ministry of Social Development
and Human Security, the Ministry of Labor,
the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of the Interior,
the Royal Thai Police, the Office of the Attorney
General and the Court of Justice have been
tasked with law enforcement duties in order
to proactively tackle the problem of human
trafficking and improve the human trafficking
situation in Thailand. In 2016, Thailand was
upgraded from the lowest “Tier 3” ranking to
“Tier 2 Watchlist” ranking in the U.S. State
Department’s Trafficking in Persons report,
a ranking which Thailand holds for a fourth year

running.
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Nevertheless, with the use of technology
and electronic devices in the commission of
human trafficking offenses, the obstacles to
countering human trafficking have been raised.
These obstacles include the lack of expertise
and technical experience among law
enforcement officials in investigating cases of
human trafficking and collecting digital
evidence. In addition, the lack of clarity regarding
their authority to handle cases of human
trafficking creates an overlap between the roles
and functions of various authorities within their
efforts to combat human trafficking, resulting
in delays, poor coordination and wasted
resources. As a result, it is extremely necessary
to overcome these challenges through
cross-sectoral integration and cooperation for
mutual agreement and the exchange of
knowledge with foreign law enforcement
agencies and specialised institutions, such as

Interpol, OUR, FBI and HSI.
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In the support of anti-human trafficking
efforts, the Office of the Attorney General has
put together a 2020 - 2023 strategic plan, Strategy 2
of which aims at cooperating with other
agencies to improve the performance of the
justice system and respond to government

policies. This plan will then be implemented

together with the strategic plan of the
Department of Trafficking in Persons Litigation,
Strategy 1 of which focuses on increasing
efficacy in human trafficking litication by
enhancing the professional abilities of
prosecutors. Therefore, in response to the said
strategic plan, the Department of Trafficking
in Persons Litigation has organised a workshop
to enhance professional aptitude training and
create a manual for law enforcement officials
who are handling cases of human trafficking
and child sex exploitation online. This
workshop would support coordination in the
investigation process and strengthen the
knowledge of participants on digital evidence
collection, as well as bridging the gap between
various government agencies by enabling them
to work collectively with a view to combating
human trafficking. This workshop is expected
to be the starting point for creating a new
mechanism for operational practice through
coordination between various agencies in order

to help Thailand improve its record in fighting

human trafficking.
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