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Definition of Hate Crimes
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“Hate crimes” are crimes motivated by
prejudice or bias toward race, ethnicity,
language, religion, nationality, sexual orientation,
gender, or any other fundamental characteristic.
People with disabilities may also be victims of
hate crimes. Hate crimes affect the security of
individuals, their communities, and societies
as a whole. Effective responses to hate crimes
are necessary to prevent them from posing a
serious security challenge. In extreme situations,

they can lead to wars within and across
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national borders.®
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Hate crimes are criminal acts motivated
by bias or prejudice towards particular groups
of people. To be considered a hate crime,
the offence must meet two criteria: First, the
act must constitute an offence under criminal
law; second, the act must have been motivated
by bias.”
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Criminal Offence+Bias Motivation=Hate Crime, OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR)

Hate Crime Reporting, available at https://hatecrime.osce.org/what-hate-crime (visited April 4, 2021)

Ibid.
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Bias motivations can be broadly defined
as preconceived negative opinions, stereotypical
assumptions, intolerance or hatred directed
to a particular group that shares a common
characteristic, such as race, ethnicity, language,
religion, nationality, sexual orientation, gender
or any other fundamental characteristic. People
with disabilities may also be victims of hate
crimes.”

gwINssiAnnAMLINAsatienasds
n1sAnA MsviAneudEsmesensnddy
N19911318979N18 A1RNTIN UT9N1INTLIINAIIURA
MeRRBY 4 ﬁﬁa&amaeﬁﬂgﬂammﬂaﬂa DWYINTIU
AAnnAundendsliifissdwansenuse
Jaanyananinngulanguniasiity faunie
ningauiiisrdemIeiduaudnnguildsu
nsAuATas Wi UnundesdnSuyweu Audyuyu
vioanuiidnnszyniamsadudmneves
avINssETiAn AN Aeadaldiuiy

Hate crimes can include threats, property
damage, assault, murder or any other criminal
offence committed with a bias motivation. Hate
crimes do not only affect individuals from
specific groups. People or property merely
associated with - or even perceived to be a
member of - a group that shares a protected
characteristic, such as human rights defenders,
community centers or places of worship, can
also be targets of hate crimes.©

d1usudszinaansgauiniluuiansdl
NUNUDEA132UINYMU18VBITFUIANA19EN
Fedulilunmadadendnmynanaiinessginssy

T Ibid.
Ibid.

ada-56462791 (visited April 6, 2021).
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For United States of America, in some
cases, prosecutors will use federal law to
charge an individual with hate crime. The first
federal hate crimes statute was signed into law
in 1968, and it has been expanded several
times since, such as including protections on
the basis of disability. In 2009, Congress passed
the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr Hate
Crimes Prevention Act, which expanded the
federal definition of hate crimes. More often,
prosecutors rely on state statutes. The laws,
and punishment for the offence, vary from
state to state. Overall, the designation of hate
crime means the perpetrator will receive a
harsher sentence, or additional time behind
bars.¢
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What is a hate crime in the US?, March 19, 2021, BBC News, available at https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-can
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An elderly Thai immigrant dies after being
shoved to the ground. A Filipino-American is
slashed in the face with a box cutter. A Chinese
woman is slapped and then set on fire. These
are just examples of recent violent attacks on
Asian Americans, part of a surge in abuse since
the start of the pandemic a year ago. From
being spat on and verbally harassed to incidents
of physical assault, there have been thousands
of reported cases in recent months. Advocates
and activists say these are hate crimes, and
often linked to rhetoric that blames Asian
people for the spread of Covid-19.”
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Hate crimes can fall into one of three
main types: physical assault, verbal abuse, and
incitement to hatred. First, Physical assault of
any kind is an offence. If you’ve been a victim
of physical assault you should report it.
Depending on the level of the violence used,
a perpetrator may be charged with common
assault, actual bodily harm, or grievous bodily
harm. Second, Verbal abuse, threats or
name-calling can be a common and extremely
unpleasant experience for minority groups.
Victims of verbal abuse are often unclear
whether an offence has been committed or
believe there is little they can do. However,
there are laws in place to protect you from
verbal abuse. Third, the offence of incitement
to hatred occurs when someone acts in a way
that is threatening and intended to stir up
hatred. That could be in words, pictures, videos,
music, and includes information posted on

websites.”

®  Covid ‘hate crimes’ against Asian Americans on rise, April 2, 2021, BBC News, available at https://www.bbc.com/

news/world-us-canada-56218684 (visited April 6, 2021).
What is hate crime?, Metropolitan police, available at: https://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/

hco/hate-crime/what-is-hate-crime/ (visited on April 8, 2021)
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